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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-18, 20-38, 40-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Silverman (US 6,363,248 B1) and Tov et al. (Tov) (US 
2002/01 52402 A1). 

2. Regarding claim 1 , Silverman teaches a method for routing video calls to a user 
of multiple communication devices, the method comprising: 

receiving a telephone incoming call addressed to a recipient (i.e. a 
recipient is a called party) (Col. 3, L. 16-50); 

identifying the recipient from information contained within the incoming call 
(i.e. identifying the called party from information which contained the 
called party identification) (Col. 2, L. 58-65; and Col. 3, L. 16-50); 
determining a set of communication devices associated with the recipient 
(Col. 2, L. 62 - Col. 3, L. 2, and L. 16-50); 

selecting from the set of communication devices a first communication 
device with a highest probability of being presently accessible to the recipient at 
the time the call is received (i.e. a first communication device with a highest 
probability is equivalent to a device is available (when this device is in the 
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geographical range of communication service of a cell site and the device is 
turned on) (Col. 3, L. 16-62; and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L. 16); and 

forwarding the incoming call to the first selected communication device 
(Col. 3, L. 16-62; and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L. 16). 

Silverman fails to teach a video communication request. However, Tov, in the 
same field of endeavor having closely related objectivity, teaches a video 
communication request (i.e. video communication request is a video call) (page 
1, paragraph 11). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have incorporated Tov's teachings of a video 
communication request, in the teachings of Silverman in the intelligent cellular 
forwarding system, for the purpose of provide a system in which the 
communication device to which all incoming audio/video calls are to be 
forwarded is automatically predicted in advance based on the location of the 
called party. 

3. Regarding claim 2, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
in response to the recipient not accepting the request within an established time 
interval: 

selecting a second communication device with a next highest probability of 
being presently accessible to the recipient after the first selected communication 
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device (i.e. a second device with a next highest probability is equivalent to a 
alternate communication device nearest to the most recent active cell site) (Col. 
3, L 1 6 - Col. 4, L. 9; and Col. 5, L. 1 6-40); and 

forwarding the incoming call to the second selected communication device 
(Col. 3, L. 16 - Col. 4, L. 9; and CoL 5, L. 16-40). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1 , applies equally as well to 
claim 2. 

4. Regarding claim 3, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein selecting 
comprises: 

selecting from the set of communication devices a communication device 
to which the recipient is currently logged in (i.e. a communication device which 
the recipient is currently logged in is equivalent to a communication device which 
is turned on and the called party communication device is available) (Col. 3, L. 
50-62; and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L. 16). 

5. Regarding claim 4, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein selecting 
comprises: 

selecting from the set of communication devices a communication device 
last accessed by the recipient (Col. 3, L. 16-Col. 4, L. 29; and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 
5, L. 16). 
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6. Regarding claim 5, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein selecting 
comprises: 

obtaining schedule data identifying probable physical locations of the 
recipient at various times (i.e. table 1 , which is a table of mapping of each 
alternate communication device and its associate nearest cell site, is a schedule 
data) (Col. 3, L. 16- Col. 4, L. 29); 

determining from the schedule a probable physical location of the recipient 
at the time the call is received (i.e. determining from table 1 a communication 
device which is nearest to the most recent active cell site) (Col. 3, L. 16- Col. 4, 
L. 29); and 

selecting from the set of communication devices a communication device 
in closest proximity to the probable physical location of the recipient (Col. 3, L. 
16- Col. 4, L. 29; and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L. 40). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1 , applies equally as well to 
claim 5. 

7. Regarding claim 6, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1, wherein selecting 
comprises: 

storing usage pattern data identifying communication devices used by the 
recipient at various times (i.e. table 1 , which is a table of mapping of each 
alternate communication device and its associate nearest cell site, is equivalent 
to a usage pattern data which identifies communication devices to be used by the 
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called party. This table is stored in memory device 65) (Col. 3, L. 16- Col. 4, L. 
29); and 

determining from the usage pattern data a communication device 
accessible to the recipient at the time the call is received (i.e. determining from 
table 1 a communication device which is nearest to the most recent active cell 
site) (Col. 3, L 16- Col. 4, L 29). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1, applies equally as well to 
claim 6. 

8. Regarding claim 7, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein selecting 
comprises: 

storing user preference data identifying communication devices to be used 
by the recipient at various times (i.e. table 1 , which is a table of mapping of each 
alternate communication device and its associate nearest cell site, is equivalent 
to a user preference data which identifies communication devices to be used by 
the called party. This table is stored in memory device 65) (Col. 3, L. 16- Col. 4, 
L. 29); and 

determining from the user preference data a communication device to be 
used by the recipient at the time the call is received (i.e. determining from table 1 
a communication device which is nearest to the most recent active cell site) (Col. 
3, L. 16- Col. 4, L. 29). 
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The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1, applies equally as well to 
claim 7. 

9. Regarding claim 8, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein selecting 
comprises: 

determining, based on a locator device carried by the recipient, an actual 
physical location of the recipient at the time the call is received (Col. 3, L. 16- 
Col. 4, L. 29); and 

selecting from the set of communication devices a communication device 
in closest proximity to the actual physical location of the recipient (Col. 3, L. 16- 
Col. 4, L. 29; and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L. 40). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1, applies equally as well to 
claim 8. 

10. Regarding claim 9, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein selecting 
comprises: 

polling each communication device within the set for an indication of the 
recipient's presence (Col. 3, L. 16- Col. 4, L. 29; and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L. 40). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 10, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein selecting 
comprises: 
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receiving an indication of the recipient's presence from a communication 
device within the set (i.e. an indication of the recipient's presence which is the 
recipient's communication device is available and the device itself is turned on) 
(Col. 3, L 16- Col. 4, L. 29; and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L. 40). 

12. Regarding claim 11, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1, wherein selecting 
comprises: 

receiving an indication of the recipient's presence sent from a 
communication device within the set in response to a user command (i.e. an 
indication of the recipient's presence which is the recipient's communication 
device is available and the device itself is turned on. When a cellular central 
office 60 receives the "available" and "turned on" signal, it receives the indication 
from the user (i.e. the called party) in response to transmit the incoming call to 
the device) (Col. 3, L. 16- Col. 4, L. 29; and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L. 40). 

13. Regarding claim 12, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

receiving configuration information from a user pertaining to a new 
communication device associated with the user (i.e. a new communication device 
is B or C which is associated with the called party) (Col. 2, L. 62-Col. 3, L. 2; and 
Col. 3, L. 16-Col.4, L 29); and 
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adding the configuration information to information pertaining to a set of 
communication devices associated with the user (Col. 2, L. 62-Col. 3, L 2; and 
Col. 3, L. 16-Col. 4, L 29). 

14. Regarding claim 13, Silverman teaches the method of 12, wherein configuration 
information comprises at least one of a name for the communication device, a 
type of the communication device, and a network address for the device (i.e. 
identification of the communication device is equivalent to a name or a network 
address of the device (such as A or B or C)) (Col. 1 , L. 28-35; and Col. 3, L. 1 6- 
50). 

15. Regarding claim 14, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising: in response to the user accepting the incoming call: establishing 
communication with the first selected communication device (Col. 3, L. 16-62; 
and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L 16). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1, applies equally as well to 
claim 14. 



16. Regarding claim 15, Silverman teaches the method of claim 14, wherein the 
incoming call originates from a caller device capable of audio communication and 
wherein establishing comprises: 
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detecting that the first selected communication device supports audio-only 
communication (Col. 3, L. 16-62); and 

establishing an audio-only connection with the first selected 
communication device (Col. 3, L. 16-62; and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L. 16). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1, applies equally as well to 
claim 15. 

17. Regarding claim 16, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1, wherein each 
communication device in the set has an associated network address, and 
wherein forwarding comprises: 

addressing the incoming call to the network address for the first selected 
communication device (i.e. the network address of the selected communication 
device is an identification of the device) (Col. 1, L. 28-35; and Col. 3, L. 16-62; 
and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L. 16); and 

transmitting the incoming call to the first selected communication device 
(Col. 3, L. 16-62; and Col. 4, L. 62-Col. 5, L 16). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1 , applies equally as well to 
claim 16. 

18. Regarding claim 17, Silverman teaches the method of claim 16, wherein the 
network address comprises one of a uniform resource locator (URL), an Internet 
protocol (IP) address, a media access control (MAC) address, and a telephone 
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number (i.e. an identification of the telephone communication device is 
equivalent to the network address which comprises a telephone number) (Col. 1 , 
L. 28-35). 

19. Regarding claim 18, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the 
incoming call is received by a communication node linking a caller and the 
recipient (i.e. a central cellular office is a communication node linking a caller and 
the recipient (or the called party)) (Col. 3, L 16-50). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1, applies equally as well to 
claim 18. 

20. Regarding claim 20, Silverman teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the 
incoming call comprises an address that uniquely identifies the recipient 
associated with the set of communication devices (i.e. a called party identification 
which is an address that uniquely identifies the called party associated with the 
list of devices A, B, and C) (Col. 3, L. 16-50). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1 , applies equally as well to 
claim 20. 

21. Claims 21-38, 40 are corresponding system claims of method claims 1-18, 20. 
Therefore, they are rejected under the same rationale. 
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22. Claim 41 is corresponding system claim of method claim 1 . Therefore, it is 
rejected under the same rationale. 



23. Claims 19, 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Silverman and Tov as applied to claims 1 and 21 above, and further in view of 
Sears (US 2003/0046705 A1). 

24. Regarding claim 19, Silverman and Tov disclose the invention substantially as 
claimed. Silverman teaches the communication node is a local switching office 
55 (Col. 3, L 16-50). 

Silverman and Tov fail to teach the communication node is selected from the 
group consisting of a set top box (STB), a cable head-end, an Internet server, 
and a satellite broadcast center. However, Sears, in the same field of endeavor 
having closely related objectivity, teaches the communication node is selected 
from the group consisting of a set top box (STB), a cable head-end, an Internet 
server, and a satellite broadcast center (page 1, paragraph 19, 25). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have incorporated Sears's teachings of the 
communication node is selected from the group consisting of a set top box 
(STB), a cable head-end, an Internet server, and a satellite broadcast center, 
with the teachings of Tov for personalized visitor pages, in the teachings of 
Silverman in the intelligent cellular forwarding system, for the purpose of provide 
a system in which the communication device to which all incoming audio/video 
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calls are to be forwarded is automatically predicted in advance based on the 
location of the called party. 

25. Claim 39 is corresponding system claims of method claim 19. Therefore, it is 
rejected under the same rationale. 

The following is a listing of the prior art of record relied upon in the rejection of 
claims under appeal. 

- 5,937,057 Belletal. 08-1999 

- US 2003/0025787 A1 Stephens, JR 02-2003 

- US 6,518,994 B1 Johnson et al. 02-2003 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MINH-CHAU N. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-4242. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00am 
- 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JASON D. CARDONE can be reached on (571 ) 272-61 59. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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